Fr. Joseph Varickamackal
Pastor, St. Anthony Church
Bryan, TX, 77803
Tel: 254-394-0402
Email: frjose@gmail.com

Total Cost: $4685.00. Discount rate if registered by April 15, 2018: $4585.00. Single Occupancy: $780.00 (additional)
(Tour membership limited to 12 - 24 guests)

A tour program organized by Fr. Joseph Varickamackal and operated by Bodhi Tree Tour
Company in India. Bodhi Tree Tour Company will manage the entire program starting from
Kolkata ending at Cochin. ( www.bohitreeindia.in)
Highlights of the Tour: Tomb of St. Mother Teresa; Delhi - the Capital of India; Taj Mahal in Agra one of the seven wonders of the world; Tomb of St. Alphonsa at Bharanganam; Different parts of
Kerala, a State popularly known as God's Own Country, known for its palm-line beaches and
backwaters, Western Ghats and mountains whose slopes support spice plantations as well as
wildlife.

Day 1.

Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018:

Starting from Houston Int. Airport

Day 3.

Tuesday, Sept 18, 2018:

Arrive Kolkata - Hotel

Arrive Kolkata Airport at 02:45 a.m. After a traditional welcome you will be met and transferred to
hotel: Hotel Peerless Inn.

After breakfast, the group will proceed to sightseeing of Kolkata. Visit Flower Market, Indian Museum,
Writer’s Building, Victoria Memorial and visit the Tomb of St. Mother Teresa and visit an institution run
by the Sisters of Charity.

Tomb of St. Mother Teresa
Stay at Hotel Peerless Inn.
Day 4.

Wednesday, September 19, 2018:

Kolkata - Delhi

Early morning you will be transferred to Kolkata Airport.
Fly to Delhi on Spice Jet SG 130 departs at 07:55 a.m.
Arrive Delhi at 10:30 a.m. Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Qutab Minar. After visiting Qutab Minar, come to
hotel. Check-in and then proceed for sightseeing tour of remaining part of New Delhi. Later you will see
Humayun’s Tomb & Raj Ghat. Raj Ghat, a memorial to Mahatma Gandhi is a simple black marble platform
that marks the spot of his cremation on 31 January 1948. You will drive through the modern part of Delhi
and pass through a Sikh Temple (Gurudwara Bangla Sahib), Rashrapathi Bhavan, Parliament House &
India Gate. If time permits, visit Lotus Temple before returning to hotel: Hotel Jaypee Vasant
Continental for overnight stay.

Day 5.

Thursday, September 20, 2018:

Delhi – Agra

Morning after drive to Agra (4 Hours). Stop en-route to see Akshardham Temple from outside (you will
see the temple from road side as it opens only at 10:00 a.m.).
Agra was built in the early 16th century and the capital of mighty Mughals for a long time, Agra is famous
for its beautiful monuments of the medieval times. The city was pampered by the Mughals for more than
two centuries — an evidence of which is spread all over the city in form of various structures constructed
during those days.
Afternoon visit Taj Mahal & Agra Fort
Stay at Hotel Sarovar Premier for the night.

The Taj Mahal has been described as a 'tear on the face of eternity' and as an enduring monument of love. Taj Mahal
is one of the world heritage sites and Seven Wonders of the World is universally admired and is finest example of
Mughal architecture.

Day 6

Friday, September 21, 2018:

Trivandrum – Kovalam

Morning you will be transferred to Delhi Airport (4 Hours). Fly to Trivandrum on Indigo Airlines flight 6E
945 departs at 4:20 p.m. Arrive Trivandrum (Kerala) at 7:50 p.m. You will be met and transferred to
Kovalam (45 Mins).
Stay at Leela Kovalam for 2 nights.

Day 7

Saturday, September 22, 2018:

Trivandrum – Kovalam

Morning explore the capital city of Trivandrum.

Sri Anantha Padmanabha Swamy temple, in Tiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Afternoon at leisure to relax by the Kovalam beach

Day 8

Sunday, September 23, 2018: Kovalam- Houseboat Day Cruise-Kumarakom

Morning drive to Backwaters (4 Hrs drive).

By noon board your Houseboat from the House boat jetty for day cruise with on board lunch and evening
tea, covering the nearby villages and the ethnic life around these villages to Alleppey, through the famous
Vembanad Lake. This afternoon you’ll enjoy a relaxing cruise through the waterways which gives you an
opportunity to observe rural Kerala up close.
Evening you will be dropped at resort Jetty.
Stay at Coconut Lagoon for the night.

Day 9

Monday, September 24, 2018: Kumarakom- Bharananganam - Periyar

Morning you will be transferred to Bharananganam (2.5 Hours). Bharananganam, an important pilgrim
center in South India, is located on the banks of Meenachil river, 5 km east of Pala in Kottayam district
in the state of Kerala. Bharananganam is attracted by pilgrims because of mortal remains of St.
Alphonsa- first woman saint from India is housed here.

Later drive to Periyar (4 Hrs). The Periyar wildlife Sanctuary, situated on the banks of the Periyar lake,
is spread across 777 sq. km, of which 360 sq. km is thick evergreen forest. Stay at Spice Village for 2
nights. A deluxe grade resort set in the concepts of a tribal village. Cottages built in the style of tribal
huts, the roof thatched with the same elephant grass used in tribal huts, woven in the same traditional
techniques.

Evening enjoy cookery show on Indian dishes in the main restaurant.

Day 10

Tuesday, September 25, 2018:

Periyar

Morning enjoy a boating in lake Periyar to spot wild animals. The artificial lake in the sanctuary was
formed by the construction of the Mullaperiyar Dam across the Periyar River.

Later visit the spice plantation, where you can see the locally grown spices in Periyar like cinnamon,
cardamom, pepper, cloves etc. You will have a person to explain how they are grown, harvested and
processed. Later enjoy an elephant ride through spice plantation.

The wildlife can be viewed at close quarters from the safety of a boat on the lake. The herds of wild
elephant that come to water on the banks of the lake are a major attraction. The sanctuary is home to
herds of elephants, sambars, tigers, gaurs, lion tailed macaques and Nilgiri langurs.

Day 11

Wednesday, September 26, 2018:

Periyar - Munnar

Morning after breakfast drive to the tea county of Munnar( 4 Hours).
Stay at Blanket Resort & Spa for 3 nights. Blanket Hotel and Spa is a luxury hotel situated at Attukad
in Munnar. Perched on a hill with a panoramic view of the mystical Attukad Falls, the resort is a perfect
blend of luxury and nature’s melodious harmony.

Evening enjoy a walk to the Attukad waterfalls.

Day 12

Thursday, 27 September 2018:

Munnar Sightseeing

Morning you enjoy a sightseeing tour of the high ranges. You will visit the Tea museum to see the
processing of tea; it also has the history of tea in the region. You will also see Eravikulam National park
famous for Nilgiri Thar.

Day 13 Friday, September 28, 2018:

Day visit to Marayoor and Kanthalloor

Today we enjoy a scenic day drive to Marayoor and Kanthalloor. Marayoor is the only place in Kerala that
houses the natural sandalwood forests. Other attractions at Marayoor Kanthalloor are lush orchards,
grate panoramic views, Dolmens (ancient burial chambers which belongs to the Neolithic Age, i.e.
between 3000 BC and 14000 BC), Marayoor jaggery, etc. The ‘Marayoor sarkara’, as it is known in the
market, is of high quality with 97 percent sugar content.

Marayoor falls in the rain shadow region and the quality of the molasses is attributed to the specialty in
temperature and the pH value of the earth. Return to resort by evening.

Day 14

Saturday, September 29, 2018: Munnar – Udumbannur - Cochin

Morning after breakfast drive to Udumbannur (3 Hrs). Visit Fr. Joseph Varickamackal’s family and have
lunch there.
Later drive to Cochin (3 Hours). Stay at Crowne Plaza Hotel for 3 nights.
Rest of the day at leisure.

Day 15

Sunday, September 30, 2018:

Fort Cochin Sightseeing

After your breakfast you will sight-seeing tour of Fort Cochin and Mattancherry. You will visit St. Francis
Church, the oldest church built by Europeans in India where the Vasco Da Gama was buried. The Dutch
Palace, with its murals, the Synagogue with is magnificently decorated by Chinese tiles and Belgian
chandeliers. The Dutch Palace was originally built by the Portuguese. Later, in 17th century, the Dutch
modified it and presented it to the Raja of Kochi. Coronation of many Rajas of Kochi was held here.

Evening enjoy Kathakali dance performance, the traditional art form of Kerala.

Day 16

Monday, October 1, 2018:

Kodungallur Visit & Lulu Mall visit

Morning enjoy a drive to Kodungallur with your driver (2 Hours). St. Thomas, The Apostle of Jesus, landed
in Kodungallur (formerly called Muziris) in 52 AD. The St. Thomas Church established by the apostle,
houses the relic of St. Thomas - a bone from his arm. The main significance of this church is that it is
one of the seven churches that have been founded by St. Thomas and obviously the first one. Afternoon
visit Lulu Mall and modern part of Cochin.

Day 17

Tuesday, October 2, 2018:

Cochin Airport Departure

Like all good things, your magnificent tour of India comes to an end, but you will always carry memories
of this unique and unforgettable holiday experience. Today you will be assisted and transferred (1 Hr) to
Cochin International Airport to connect your flight home.
Hotel Details
Place

Hotel

Room Category

No. of
Nights

Meal Plan

Kolkata

Peerless Inn

AC Standard Room

02

Breakfast & Dinner

Delhi

Vasanth
Continental

AC Standard Room

01

Agra

Crystal Sarovar

AC Standard Room

01

Kovalam

Leela

AC Beach View
Room

02

Alleppey

Houseboat

Kumarakom

Coconut Lagoon

AC Heritage
Bungalow

01

Periyar

Spice Village

Spice Cottage

02

Breakfast & Dinner

Munnar

Blanket Resort

AC Camelia Rooms

03

Breakfast & Dinner

Cochin

Crowne Plaza

AC Deluxe City
View Room

03

Our Services Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Breakfast & Dinner
Breakfast & Dinner
Breakfast & Dinner

Day Cruise with lunch and snacks
Breakfast & Dinner

Breakfast & Dinner

Meet & Greet on arrival/departure.
Welcome kit on arrival
All transfers and sightseeing tours using air-conditioned bus
English speaking escort-cum-guide throughout the tour (one in Calcutta and 2nd in Delhi & Agra
and 3rd in Kerala)
Accommodation for 15 nights on Double/Single occupancy at all hotels
Meal plan; Breakfast and Dinner
24x7 Customer support
Calcutta- Delhi & Delhi-Trivandrum flight tickets. (International flight tickets will be handled by a
travel agency in United States. The price included in the package).

•
•
•
•
•

All entrance fees to sightseeing monuments mentioned in the above itinerary.
Boating, Elephant Safari & Spice Plantation tour in Periyar
Kathakali dance show tickets in Cochin
Deluxe Houseboat day cruise with lunch tea & snacks.
Mineral Water on all days of travel.

•

GST

•

Tips for driver & assistant, guide, restaurants tips etc

Cost Do Not Include:
•

Expenses of personal nature like laundry, beverages etc.

•

Meals (lunch snacks etc) other than mentioned in the above meal plan.

•

Additional Baggage Expenses (if any)

•

Camera and Video Fees at National Parks & Monuments.

•

Insurance

•

Visa Charges (if required).

